
THE DIGNITY OF THE HUMAN PERSON CCC 1699-1876 

Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 

• MAN: THE IMAGE OF GOD 
o By his reason, man recognizes the voice of God which urges him, “to do what is good and avoid what is 

evil.” This law makes itself heard in his conscience.  
• MAN’S VOCATION TO THE BEATITUDES 

 

o The Beatitudes respond to the natural desire for happiness: God has placed it in the human heart in 
order to draw man to the One who alone can fulfill it… God alone satisfies. 

• MAN’S FREEDOM 
o Freedom is the power, rooted in reason and will, to act or not to act, to do this or that, and so to 

perform deliberate actions on one’s own responsibility.  
o The more one does what is good, the freer one become.  
o The choice to disobey and to do evil leads to “slavery of sin” 

 Freedom makes man responsible for his acts to the extent that they are voluntary.  
• When responsibility is diminished: duress, fear, habit, psychological factors, etc. 
• Indirectly voluntary: foreseeable & avoidable 

• MORALITY OF HUMAN ACTS 
o Freedom makes man a moral subject. Acts that are freely chosen in consequence of a judgment of 

conscience, can be morally evaluated. 
 They are either good or evil  

o The morality of human acts depends on: 
 Object chosen 
 The end in view or the intention  
 The circumstances of the action 

• MORALITY OF PASSIONS 
o “Passions” refers to the affections or the feelings. In the passions, as movements of the sensitive 

appetite, there is neither moral good nor evil. But insofar as they engage reason and will, there is moral 
good or evil in them.  

 

Blessed are the POOR IN SPIRIT, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those WHO MOURN, for they shall be comforted. 

Blessed are the MEEK, for they shall inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those WHO HUNGER AND THIRST FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS, for they shall be satisfied. 

Blessed are the MERCIFUL, for they shall obtain mercy. 

Blessed are the PURE IN HEART, for they shall see God. 

Blessed are the PEACEMAKERS, for they shall be called sons of God. 

Blessed are those who are PERSECUTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS’ SAKE, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely   

on my account. 
REJOICE AND BE GLAD, for your reward is great in heaven. Mt 5:3-12 

 



• MORAL CONSCIENCE 

 

  

o When he listens to his conscience, the prudent man can hear God speaking.  
o Requirement of interiority 
o The dignity of the human person implies and requires uprightness of moral conscience.  

 Right to act in accord with conscience  
o Formation of conscience 

 Lifelong task 
o To choose to act in accord with Conscience  

 One may never do evil so that good may result 
 “Whatever you wish that men would do to you, do so to them.” 

o Erroneous Judgement  
 Ignorance: when responsible 

• VIRTUES 
o …perfections of intellect and will that govern our actions, order our passions, and guide our conduct 

according to reason and faith. It allows the person not only to perform good acts, but to give the best of 
himself.  

o Cardinal: prudence, justice, fortitude, temperance  
o Theological: faith, hope, and love 
o Acquired by human effort and repeated perseverance.  

• SIN 
o An offense against reason, truth, and right conscience; it is failure in genuine love for God and neighbor 

cause by a perverse attachment to certain goods… “An utterance, a deed, or a desire contrary to eternal 
law”. 

o Wounds man’s nature & human solidarity  
o The root of all sins lies in a man’s heart. The kinds and the gravity of sins are determined principally by 

their objects 
 Mortal Sin: destroys sanctifying grace (unrepeated, it brings eternal death) 

• Grave Matter 
• Full Knowledge 
• Complete Consent 

 Venial Sin:  
• Less serious matter, but weakens relationship with God.  

o Proliferation of sin 
 Sins creates a proclivity to sin 
 We can have a responsibility for the sins committed by others when we cooperate in them: 

• Participating directly and voluntarily 
• Ordering advising, praising, approving 
• By not disclosing when obligation to do so 
• By protecting evil-doers 

 

“Deep within his conscience man discovers a law which he has not laid upon himself but he must obey. Its 
voice, ever calling him to love and to do what is good and to avoid evil, sounds in his heart at the right… 
moment… For man has in his heart a law inscribed by God… His conscience is man’s most secret core and 
his sanctuary. Here he is alone with God whose voice echoes in his depths.” 

 -Gaudiem et spes, 16  


